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2016-2017 SCHOOL YEAR 
The 2016-2017 school year is off to a great start with many activities and 

events coming in the next few months! 

On behalf of the PTA, Mr. Atkins and the Sand Pine faculty we hope you are 

each having a fantastic school year!  

WALK-A-THON WINNER 

Jonah Phillips raised the most money in our 
school for our recent Walk-A-Thon fund-
raiser!  He collected a total of $335.00 and 
won the $300 Toys R Us gift card.  Jonah 
also decided to donate half of the amount of 
the gift card to families in need.  Way to go 
Jonah! 

SPES SCHOOL SPIRIT SHIRTS 

Each week, the PTA will 

randomly draw the names of 2 students in 

each grade on Friday. If the students are 

wearing their blue spirit shirt and/or their 

blue striped spirit sleeves when their name is 

drawn, they can go to the office and get a 

certificate for a free frozen treat at lunch! 

SPES PTA NEEDS YOU!! 

Your PTA needs your help! We are in need of some friendly new 

faces to support Sand Pine. We would like to invite you to attend 

our upcoming meeting on November 1st in the school cafeteria 

to learn more about what we do. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out to 

the PTA on Facebook at Sand Pine PTA. We look forward to 

hearing from you! 
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GOLDEN TICKET WINNERS 

Teacher Student  

Mrs. Alleger Alex Foxworthy  

Mrs. Forsman Mikel Atkinson 

Mrs. Martin Matias Jarmillo 

Mrs. Simmons Arianna Dimia 

 

Mrs. Badalamenti Jacqueline Mitchell 

Mrs. Jones Michael Bittner 

Mrs. Ojeda Shiloh Keim 

Mrs. Romero Sara Carrion 

Mrs. Ryan Joelle Bohrer 

 

Mrs. Gurley AJ Martin 

Mrs. Peck Audrey Brogan 

Mrs. Staney Keilyn Ruiz 

Mrs. Turner Ellina Peretska  

 

Mrs. Fox Pearl Boyd 

Mrs. Fuller Kaci Sullivan 

Mrs. LoMenzo Jackson Lenczden  

Mrs. Mandell Alexander Kelly  

Ms. Sanders Jordan Jones 

Mrs. Steers Jonah Kollasch 

 

Mr. Mueller Kayli Maitland  

Mrs.  Rogers/Ms. Foster Michael Gari  

Mrs. Ruddy Sophia Giri  

Mrs. Welt Annaliese Maldonado
  

 

Ms. Coe Lola Vargas  

Mrs. Lambert Aiden Grimes  

Mrs. Mueller M.E. Childers  

Mrs. Perugini Emmaly Simmons  

Mrs. Willis Andrew Lambert  



This years PTA  has been working hard on Sand Pines fundraisers, 

family activities, supplies for the school and making preparations for 

this year. 

 October 17th—No School 

 October 24-31—Red Ribbon Week 

 October 28th—Book-O-Ween Character Parade 

 November 1st — PTA Meeting @ 7:30pm 

 November 4th—Spirit Night—Brusters 

 November 11th—Veterans Day Event (at school) 

 November 11th—Sand Pine Carnival 

 November 11-18—Food Drive 

 November 21-25—Thanksgiving Break NO SCHOOL 

SAVE THE DATE: 2 MONTH LOOK AHEAD 

STAR STUDENTS—SEPTEMBER 2016 

Student Name:   Grade:  Teacher: 

 

Gabriella Allen   K   Mrs. Alleger 

Sebastian Finol   1   Ms. Jones 

Matthew Bobkins  2   Mrs. Gurley 

Noah Bohrer   3   Mrs. Fox 

Ashlyn Raysor   4   Mrs. Ruddy 

Gaby King    5   Mrs. Mueller 

FROM THE EDITOR 

My name is Shari Kopp 

and I am the Editor of your 

Sand Pine Elementary PTA 

newsletter. 

The purpose of this news-

letter is to keep the Sand 

Pine families updated on 

all the school happenings! 

If there is information that 

you would like to see in 

upcoming issues of the 

newsletter, please reach 

out to the PTA on Face-

book and let me know. I 

would love to hear from 

you! 



PRINCIPAL’S CORNER: MR. ATKINS 

Dear Sand Pine Families, 

     College football is in full swing and if you didn’t know this already, I am a huge University of 

South Florida fan.  Recently, I placed a bet with Mrs. Lambert and Mrs. Willis who are both big 

Florida State fans.  My Bulls were playing really well and averaging 50 points a game when they 

went up against Florida State on September 24th.  I bet that USF was going to beat Florida State.  

The loser would have to wear the other team’s jersey and spray their hair the color of that college.  

Needless to say, I lost the bet and wore a Florida State t-shirt and sprayed my hair red.  It was all 

in good fun! 

(see the picture below) 

     Our annual Book-O-Ween Character Parade will take place on Friday, October 28th beginning 

at 9:00 a.m.  For those families that are new to our school, our students choose a character from a 

book and dress up like him/her.  Then we walk around the front of our school so our parents and 

families can view their child and all of the different costumes.  Get creative and have fun creating a 

book character costume with your child. 

     In addition, our school is going to conduct a special Veteran’s Day Musical Performance on Fri-

day, November 11th at 9:45 a.m. in the cafeteria.  Mr. Atkin has been working with select classes 

and teaching them patriotic songs.  We are also going to honor our current active military families 

and veterans by displaying their pictures on a slideshow throughout the performance.  If you are 

currently in the military or a veteran and would like to be recognized, please send a picture to 

Scott Atkins at satkins@pasco.k12.fl.us.  Please email pictures to me in a jpeg format. 

     Ms. Hughes will be hosting The Great American Teach-In at our school on Wednesday, Novem-

ber 16th.  This is a special day when parents and community members can come to our school and 

conduct a classroom presentation about their career or hobby.  I will be presenting to fourth grad-

ers again on cyclocross racing.  This is a great way to begin to introduce various careers to our 

younger generation.  Please contact Linda Hughes at lmatthew@pasco.k12.fl.us if you are interest-

ed in presenting.  

     We ordered brand new cafeteria tables and they should be arriving to our school very soon.  We 

were able to purchase new tables through Capital Outlay funds provided from our state.  As most 

of you already know, our district currently has a computer-leasing program with Apple.  We have 

the following electronic devices in our classrooms this year:   

Kindergarten through Second Grade:  7-8 iPads per classroom 

Third through Fifth Grade:  One full class set of laptops in each grade level 

     Our district goal is to get to a 1:3 ratio by the 2017-18 school year.  Sand Pine is very close to 

meeting this district-wide goal.  Furthermore, we have a research area in our Media Center that 

consists of 22 laptops.  We also have an iPad Lounge in the back of our Media Center that contains 

22 iPads for student use.  Each kindergarten through second grade pod has four iPads attached to 

the new OSMO Gaming Systems.  Lastly, we purchased a set of six OSMO Coding Systems that are 

being used to teach our students basic computer programing skills.  We are excited about the cur-

rent technology we are offering at our school this year. 
  



  

RED RIBBON WEEK 



OUT OF FIELD TEACHING ASSIGNMENTS 

  

 

Individuals who are teaching out-of-field are certified in at least one 

area and are qualified to teach but are required to  take additional 

course work or testing to add a coverage/endorsement to their cer-

tificate. The state also requires a teacher to take coursework/in ser-

vice towards an English to Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) en-

dorsement, when the teacher is the primary language arts provider 

and/or reading teacher for an ESOL student. 

Melissa Martin is currently Out-of-Field and has agreed to work to-

wards her ESOL endorsement. 

PLACE EVENT 

10 WAYS TO PREVENT 

COLDS & FLU 

1. Eats lots of fruits & veg-

gies for maximum vita-

mins & minerals. 

2. Wash your hands often 

with warm, soapy water. 

3. Keep your hands away 

from your face. 

4. Get moving! Exercise 

boosts immune function. 

5. Hear someone coughing 

or sneezing? Move Away! 

6. Rinse nasal passages with 

warm distilled water & 

sea salt. 

7. Get plenty of sleep & rest. 

8. Decrease stress & medi-

tate. 

9. Diffuse essential oils such 

as eucalyptus in the air. 

10. Try natural cold reme-

dies. 



SPIRIT NIGHT:   BRUSTERS  NOVEMBER 4TH  

3:00PM-9:00PM 

 
 
 
 
Please join us on Friday, Nov. 11th for the Sand Pine PTA Carni-
val!  The event, which will run from 6:00-8:30 PM, will include some-
thing for everyone.  

 Have a blast on the large rides and attractions like a Giant Slide, 
Laser Tag, a Bounce House, and many more! 

 Visit the boardwalk-style games to win cool prizes – there will 
be well over a dozen games!  

 Be sure to have your fortune told by Sand Pine’s resident psychic! 
 Enjoy pizza, nachos, and hot dogs for dinner, then splurge cot-

ton candy, popcorn, and sandy candy for dessert! 
 Watch Mr. Atkins and other Sand Pine staff get all wet in the Dunk 

Tank! 
 Get your groove on to the cool tunes being spun by DJ Sheridan! 
 Participate in the Drawings for super fun activities with your fa-

vorite teachers! 
 Stop by the Photo Booth to take home a souvenir from the night! 

All proceeds from the Photo Booth will be donated to the family of former 
Sand Pine student Nicholas Kalojiannis.  To find out more about 
Nicholas’ fight, visit his Facebook page https://
www.facebook.com/healnicholask/. 
  
Tickets will be pre-sold on the days leading up to the Carnival.    

 Tickets can be used for everything – rides, attractions, games, draw-
ings, food, photos, etc.  

 A wristband deal will provide unlimited access to the large rides and 
attractions. 

  
More information will be sent home with students as the date approach-
es.  Details will also be available on the Sand Pine PTA Facebook page and 
the Sand Pine PTA website (http://sandpinepta.org/) as we get closer.  Be 
sure to email the PTA at volunteer4spes@gmail.com if you’d like to volun-
teer your time that night, or if you have a high school student who needs 
volunteer hours, we would love to have your help! 

CARNIVAL: NOVEMBER 11TH 6:00PM-8:30PM 

  7 

 

Sand Pine will receive a 20% donation from  

each family that attends this Spirit Night. 



Walk Safely  

 Cross the street at corners, using traffic signals and crosswalks.  

 Look left, right and left again when crossing and keep looking as you cross.  

 Put electronic devices down and keep heads up and walk, don’t run, across the street.  

 Teach children to make eye contact with drivers before crossing in front of them.  

 Always walk on sidewalks or paths. If there are no sidewalks, walk facing traffic as far to  the left as pos-

sible.  Children should walk on direct routes with the fewest street crossings.  

 Watch for cars that are turning or backing up.  

 Teach children to never dart out into the street or cross between parked cars. 

Trick or Treat With an Adult  

 Children under the age of 12 should not be alone at night without adult supervision. If kids are mature 

enough to be out without supervision, remind them to stick to familiar areas that are well lit and trick or 

treat in groups.  

Keep Costumes Both Creative and Safe  

 Decorate costumes and bags with reflective tape or stickers and, if possible, choose light colors.  

 Choose face paint and makeup whenever possible instead of masks, which can obstruct a child’s vision. 

 Have kids carry glow sticks or flashlights to help them see and be seen by drivers.  

 When selecting a costume, make sure it is the right size to prevent trips and falls.  

Drive Extra Safely on Halloween  

 Slow down and be especially alert in residential neighborhoods. Children are excited on Halloween and 

may move in unpredictable ways.  

 Take extra time to look for kids at intersections, on medians and on curbs.  

 Enter and exit driveways and alleys slowly and carefully.  

 Eliminate any distractions inside your car so you can concentrate on the road and your surroundings. 

 Drive slowly, anticipate heavy pedestrian traffic and turn your headlights on earlier in the day  to spot 

children from greater distances.  

 Popular trick-or-treating hours  are 5:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. so be especially alert for kids during  those 

hours. 



FROM OUR SPONSORS 

Did you know that the Sand Pine Elementary PTA offers local businesses the opportunity to 

partner with us? 

We invite all local businesses to become a “Sand Pine Business Sponsor”. Your business partnership will 

help our school reach our goals this year. In return for your support, the PTA will encourage all of our over 

500 student families to frequent our “Business Sponsors”. This is an easy and effective way to get the word 

out about your business and market it directly to local residents. This is also a great way to give back to the 

community! 

If you’d like to become a Business Sponsor and see your business listed on our website, a banner on the Sand 

Pine Elementary fence and featured at our school events, please contact  sandpinesponsors@gmail.com. 

Gold Sponsors 

Jay Sheridan (DJ) 

Jimmy Johns 

Mihara & Associates 

Once Upon A Child 

SportsOne Nation 

Sweet Party 

Tower Radiology Centers 


